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[Abstract]

Zhu Xi's Thought of the Investigation of Things in
the Eastward Transmission of Western Learning:

Focused on Gewu-Qiongli in Daxuezhangju and Xixuefan

Lee, Woon Jun*

Zhu Xi's Commentary on the Great Leaming(Daxuezhangiu) has the
characteristics of an introduction to the academic system. The reason is that he
presented the goals and methods of learning in the higher education stage in the
two-stage learning system of the Elementary Learning(Xiaoxue) and the Great
Learning(Daxue) as the composition of the Three Cords(Sangangling) and Eight
Steps(Batiaomu). Here, Zhu Xi defined the first step of the Eight Steps, Gewu, as
investigating principle of external things, Qiongli “Gewu-Qiongli in the learning
of Zhu Xi is an academic methodology that recognizes the fundamental
homogeneity of my mind and the principle of things. And this becomes the basis
for subsequent learning, self-cultivation. Xixuefan is a book written in Chinese by
Julio Aleni, a Jesuit missionary, introduced the teaching system of European
universities in six subjects and three stages in the early 17th century, In this text,
the ‘Philosophia’, which forms the center of the educational system, is translated
into the term “Gewu-Qionglr .

Because Gewu-Qiongli in Zhu Xi's thought was focused on investigating
external objects, during the period of the Eastward transmission of Western
Learnings, which mediated the Jesuit missionaries in 17th century, Gewu-Qiongli
was used to introduce Western academic methodologies, However, in the Western
studies introduced by Xixuefan, the Catholic doctrine was in charge of acquiring

the moral principles as base of the self-cultivation that Zhu Xi's Gewu-Qiongli
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study ultimately aimed at. Therefore, from the point of view of Western studies
connected with Catholic ethics, ‘li’, the core of Zhu Xi's learning, is nothing more
than an acquired attribute of things. From the standpoint of a Confucian scholar
who is familiar with Zhu Xi’s thought of the investigation of things, Gewu-Qiongli,
in which the self-cultivation and the investigation of things are separated, only
means contact with objects without considering the its principle. In other words,
from the point of view of the Zhu Xi, Gewu-Qiongli in books of Western
Learning written by Chinese is contact with things without Qiongli, the

investigation of principle of things.

Key Word : Daxuezhangju, Xixuefan, Gewu-Qiongli, Learning of Zhu
Xi, Western Learning, The Eastward Transmission of

Western Learning
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