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[Abstract}

Rousseau and Zhux{’s political philosophy

Lee, Sang Ik(Busan National University of Education)

Both Zhixi and Rousseau share several things on the basic structure of political
philosophy. Rousseau defines wills derived from physical desires as special wills
and those derived from moral nature as general wills. Then he finds desirable
basis of polity from general will. This is similar to Zhixi’s theory of human mind
and moral mind & theory of public opinion. Moreover he seeks basic virtue of
operating polity not only from love, but from justice as Zhixi also does. However,
they had differing positions in two key areas. First, Rousseau emphasizes human
rights as substantive details which a polity has to seek, contrastedly Zhixi
highlights human relationships. Secondly, Rousseau argues that conscience is the
ultimate basis of political legitimacy, whereas Zhixi thinks that natural principle is
the basis. From the perspective of Neo—Confucianism, Rousseau’s theory of
human rights is difficult to support the human life properly, and his theory of
conscience is also not able to explain the ultimate basis of value judgment. On the
premise that this criticism is proper, Rousseau’s political philosophy should be
overcome critically.

Key Word : general will(—#%E5), public opinion(A&), human rights(A4),

human relationships( A f#&), conscience( L), natural principle(RiE).
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