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[Abstract}

Social Network Analysis and Research of

Korean Confucianism

- focusing on profiling of social networking among
Confucians in modern Korea

Park, Hak Rae(Kunsan National University)

Social network theory and its analysis is one of the promising methodologies
that contemporary researchers nowadays pay attention to in studying Korean
Confucianism. This research methodology, which has been already generalized in
social science, is based upon relational concept of man. In the methodology, an
individual makes relationship with others within social network. The social network
can be reproduced and maintained by behaviors of individuals. Moreover, the
network formed by choices of individuals can influence their behaviors. Based upon
this view, in a word, this method analyses a social structure as well as properties
of individuals. This research methodology has been applied to Korean
Confucianism at a beginning stage. The reason is because we have no systematic
analyses and approaches to the method by lacking of sufficient data.

This article examines social network theory and its analysis in relation to an
established study on Korean Confucianism. By paying attention to individual
researches taking the methodology, furthermore, | seek for applicability of this
method to Korean Confucianism and delve into the result of it. The premise of my
examination has basically a starting point that any scholars or schools in Korean
Confucianism had never formed themselves independently. No matter how either
an amicable or hostile attitude toward certain thought, formation of specific figures
or schools is usually wrought at interactions not only between individuals but also
between groups. Thus, | am convinced that the application of this method makes
sense in analyzing social network of modern Korean Confucians.

Key Word : Studies on Korean Confucianism, Social Network theory &
Analysis, Research Methodology
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